
Notes From Mr. Ningen 

HEMINGFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Summer 2009 

Bobcat Bits 

2008-2009 has been a significant year of 
growth for most of our students and staff. 

Especially in the 
lower grades, one 
can see a deeper 
understanding, a 
higher level of 
confidence, and a 
greater respect for 
one another. 
Challenges remain 
for other students 
as well as some 
staff when trying to 
reach that next 
goal. 

The act of educating our children remains a 
shared effort, and I want to thank all of our 
parents, who as their sons and daughters first 
teachers, add so much in the way of 
encouraging their children to read more, to 
reason more, and to respect more.  
 
With the end of another school year, I believe 
that a break in our schedules (students as well 
as faculty), will allow our minds a chance to 
explore in a different way, still growing, and 
still improving, but not held in check by desks 
and classroom walls.  
 

Summer is a great time to enjoy sunshine, 
fresh air, fishing, and family. It also needs to 
be a time where our students and faculty find 
ways to press forward, to study another 
language, to travel, to help grandma and 
grandpa on the farm, to keep up with current 

events, and to sharpen our minds by soaking
up new information just as we do sunshine. 
 

 

 
So as we head out the doors into the bright
sunlight, let’s plan on not only growing taller,
but also on growing wiser. Have a great, safe
summer, and we’ll see you next fall! 
 
 
 

Special Notes: 

 Honor Roll –4th Quarter & 2nd 
Semester. 

 Student Effort Award. 

 Sports Physicals-June 10th & 
July 15th. 

 Swimming Lessons- June 22-
July 3rd. 

 Summer School– July 6th—
July 24th. 

 Lady Cat Basketball– June 3, 
4, and 5th. 

 Boys Basketball Camp– June 
8, 9, 10th. 
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Thayer’s Thoughts 
 Summer is supposed to be the time for relaxing, but the activity that 
continues to happen at school is constant.  Weightlifting and open gym, 
summer camps, room cleaning, painting, locker repair, flower planting, and 
preparing for the next school year keeps everyone moving.  Enjoy!! And 
Celebrate the 4th of July with safety in mind. 
 
Student Schedules 
The scheduling process for the 2009-2010 classes is not yet quite complete. 

My goal is to have them ready to go with report cards; however if 
that is not possible, they will be mailed.  Either way a 
student will have a copy of their schedule prior to the 

beginning of August.   I could honor most course requests; 
however there may be some changes that need to be made.   Two 

days have been set aside to make changes.  Students will need to make all 
changes prior to the first day of school.  Two days have been set aside for 
students to come in; however if this doesn’t work they will need to call the 
office.  It is possible to make the changes over the phone on those days, but it 
would be much better to be completed in person.  Plus the fact, I would love 
to see the kids over the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

Report Cards 
You may stop and pick up your report card on Monday, June 1.  
Report cards will be sent in the mail on Friday, June 5th to 
those that did not stop in to pick them up.    Good going 

students!!  Look for the honor roll that will be posted in the 
Ledger. 

 
Summer Reading 
To keep reading skills developing, have your child read the newspaper, 
magazine, or head for the library to check out a good book.  Internet news 
sources like CNN or US News and World Report are great free places to read 
and keep up on what is happening (plus we know they like to sit at a 
computer). 
 
7th Grade and New Student Orientation 
The evening is set aside for 7th grade students as well as any new student to 
become more familiar with the school and their class schedule.  This is an 
opportunity to walk the halls and ask questions.  A parent or guardian should 
plan on accompanying the student.  The date has been set for Tuesday, 
August 11, 2009 beginning at 7:00 pm in the High School Band Room.  A 
letter will be sent out the first part of August as a reminder. 
 

Thank you to all students, faculty, parents, and the community for 
making 2008-2009 a TERRIFIC school year.  I look forward to 

next year.—Ms. Thayer 

Schedule Changes 
 August 11 and 12   
 10-2:00 pm  or call 

Sport Physicals—June 10 July 15 
Students in grades 7-12 must have prior to 

competing this fall. 
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Fostering Education 

JUNE IS HERE AND SCHOOL IS OUT 

It is hard to believe that school has ended for this 
year. I’m sure there is excitement among the kids 
at this point, but eventually they will miss not being 
in school. Personally, I will miss seeing the kids 
and their smiles each day. I will miss the conversa-
tions, and yes even some of the trying moments 
this year brought. I want to thank my teachers and 
Para educators for all of their hard work and dedi-
cation they brought each and every day. You truly 
do make a difference for kids! I want to wish my 6th 

graders leaving going on to 7th grade the best. Please continue to share 
your talents with everyone and show your new teachers what we already 
know. You are a wonderful group that has much to offer! 
 

REPORT CARDS 

Report cards may be picked up from the elementary office starting Monday, 
June 1st from 8:00 –4:00 each day. If you owe any money for 
lunch or any other money for items it must be paid before your 
report card will be given to you. Please stop and pick them 
up so we don’t have to mail them out. We’d love to see 
you!!!!!  
 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Please remember to save the box tops that are found on many different 
food items. They allow us to earn money for our school.  This is another 
great way to help our school. THANK YOU FOR SAVING YOUR BOX 
TOPS! 
 

 

COMMUNICATION 

Together we can make a difference for kids ☺ 

Call us with any questions at 487-3330. 
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Giorgi’s Gym 

5th – 6th Grade Track Meet  

Seven records were set this year.  Congratulations to:    

Ethan Skinner - 200 yard dash and 40 yard dash 28.89, 5.03 

Colt Foster – Shot Put     30 feet 9 inches 

Zach Grumbles – Cross Country     12 minutes 23 seconds 

MaKayla Grumbles – 200 yard dash   34.36 

Shelby Schleicher – 40 yard dash, cross country  5.91, 17 minutes 53 seconds 

           The 6th graders had the most over all points: 

6th Boys 373   6th Girls 419 

5th Boys 177   5th Girls 131 

 

Results will be in the May 28, 2009, Ledger and are also posted on the school’s website under 
Classes, Physical Ed.   
The following article is from Character Counts.  Have a wonderful, active summer, and remember to 
use good sportsmanship in everything you do! 

 

Mrs. G 

“Perhaps the most valuable result of all education is the ability to make yourself 

do the thing you have to do, when it ought to be done, whether you like it or not.” 

Thomas H. Huxley 

We Expect More Out of Adults  

Although 11-year-old Mark wasn’t much of an ath-
lete, his dad urged him to play youth baseball. Mark 
liked to play, but he was hurt by the remarks of 
teammates and spectators whenever he struck out 
or dropped a ball.  

Just before the fourth game of the season, he told 
his dad he didn’t want to go. “I’m no good,” he said, 
“and everyone knows it.”  

His father urged him to stick with it. “Just do your 
best,” he said. “That’s all anyone can ask. Your best 
is good enough.” 

Mark struck out his first two times at bat, and each 
time looked over to his father, who struggled to look 
positive. In his last at-bat, Mark hit the ball solidly, 
the first time all season. It was a hard grounder to 
third, and the play at first was close. 

When the umpire called Mark out, his father went 
wild. “Kill the ump!” he yelled. “Are you blind or just 
stupid? If you can’t do the job, stay off the field!” 

On the way home, Mark broke a long silence, “Dad, you 
said all anyone can ask for is to do his best.”  

“That’s right, Son," his father assured him. “You did 
your best, and I’m proud of you. But that jerk of an 
umpire robbed you with a bad call.”  

“I wasn’t talking about me,” Mark replied. “I was talk-
ing about Billy’s dad. He was the umpire. He was doing 
his best, too, but you got mad at him.”  

His father was taken aback, but he said, “Yeah, but 
he’s an adult. We should expect more out of adults.”  

Mark looked his dad in the eye. “That’s what I thought, 
too. By the way, I was out.” 

Despite his father’s good intentions, he didn’t set a 
good example. We should indeed expect more from 
adults – more fairness and respect, more sportsman-
ship and self-restraint. If your kids play sports, be a 
model, not a problem. 

This is Michael Josephson reminding you that charac-
ter counts.  
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High School Honor Roll—4th Quarter & Semester 

SPORTS BOOSTER CALENDAR 

  If you have any activities or community events you 
would like to have on the Hemingford Sports 
Booster Calendar, please contact Barb Jespersen 
at 487-5527.  The deadline is fast approaching!! 

4th Quarter/2nd Semester  Honor Roll

Name 4th Semester Grade Name 4th Semester Grade
Trevor Benge H 7 Kanela Aguallo H H 9
Blake Hansen D H 7 Violette Carlson H H 9
Tyler Huddle H H 7 Kaitlin Casey D D 9
Kyle Kaman H H 7 Hans Hansen D D 9
Ryan King H D 7 Katie Heitz D D 9
Alexis Phillips H H 7 Rachel Kaman D D 9
Paige Phillips D D 7 Sandra Mendiola D D 9
Cali Rohrbouck H H 7 T J Starman D D 9

Morgan Sutphen D D 9
Delandy Adam H H 8
Kohl Boone H H 8 Jose Campos H H 10
Caralina Carlsosn H H 8 Katrina Folkerts D D 10
Whisper Connor H 8 Andrea Michael D D 10
Kayla Hanson D D 8 Emily Sample D D 10
Cassie Elder H H 8 Bethany Wacker D 10
MaKenzy Fernandes D D 8 Baily Wood H D 10
JJ Forgey H 8
Briley Hannaford D D 8 Kayla Golka H H 11
Brady Horstman H H 8 Brooke Hannaford H 11
Annie Hughart H H 8 Karina Mendiola D D 11
Samantha Huss H H 8 Sha-Nae Orr H H 11
Kaitlyn Jespersen H 8
A J Jesus H H 8 August Darveau H H 12
Kristina Kramer H 8 Joseph Haas H H 12
Kyle Kumpf H H 8 Katherine Hughart H H 12
Taylor Michael H H 8 Jordan Petersen H H 12
Caleb Milne H H 8 Jodi Stangle H H 12
Nicole Schekall H H 8 Ashley Yardley H H 12
Kelsy Wood H H 8

D--denotes distinguished--all A's
H--denotes honored--all A's or B's @ least 90%
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Elementary Honor Roll-4th Quarter & Semester 

4th Quarter & 2nd Semester Honor Roll   

    
    

Name 2nd Qtr Semester Grade 

Craig Anglesey H H 4 
Carli Cullan D D 4 

Kortney Frazee D D 4 

Natalie Gasseling D D 4 
Emily Hansen H H 4 
Austin Huddle H H 4 

Tarin Jespersen   H 4 
Jon Mayer H H 4 
Taylee Neefe H   4 
Denton Payne H H 4 
Kaitlyn Kumpf   H 4 

Mikayla Randolph H H 4 

Faith Rohrbouck H D 4 

Peyton Sutphen H D 4 
Brooke Turek   H 4 

Sheyenne Weaver D H 4 
Jamey Wood H H 4 
Austin Wobig   H 4 
        
Taeller Ansley H H 5 

Jacob Horstman H H 5 

Brooke Hinojosa H H 5 

Lee Jespersen H H 5 
Kelsey Klaes H H 5 
Cody Laursen H H 5 

Brittany Thomas H   5 
        

Hannah Fessler H D 6 
Colt Foster H H 6 

MaKayla Grumbles H H 6 
Amelia Ludlow H H 6 

Christian Rozmiarek H H 6 
Ethan Skinner H H 6 

Hanna Swanson H H 6 
Brady Turek H H 6 

Matthew Wood H D 6 
        
D--denotes distinguished--all A's  
H--denotes honored--all A's or B's @ least 90% 
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Student Effort Award 
Spring 2009 

 
K-3 Casey Stricker (K), Jack Payne (K), James Jacobs (K), Kaleb Walker (3)    

4-6 Kaitlyn Kumpf (4), Ana Rodriguez (5), Mathew Davis (5), Cole Walters (5),    

 Asa Carlson (6), Layne Huss (6), MaKayla Grumbles (6)      

7-8 Hayden Walker (7), Ana Gibbons (7), Miguel Rodriguez (7), Brandon Stites-Fritzler (8)  

9-1 Violette Carlson (9), Rose Siefke (9), Ruby Siefke (9), Cole Vela (11),    

 Dalton Hunger (12), Kim Magnuson (12), Jacob King (12), Allison Ludlow (12)  

Congratulations on your effort and keep 
up the great work! 

 
If you have any questions about the student effort award, please contact Mandy Plog, 487-
3330.  
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Swimming Lesson Registration 

Child Find 

     Physicals will be offered to athletes, grades 7-
12 June 10, 2009 at the high school gym begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. for those going out for sports 
next season.  The cost at the school will be $25.  
a second opportunity will be offered on July 15, 
2009. 

     Physicals must be completed before students 
are allowed to even practice for sports  

Sports Physicals 

 
 

ChildFind is a community wide effort to provide 
opportunities for children with disabilities. The 
purpose of Child Find is to identify children between 
birth and 21 years of age who may have individual 
needs that result from disabilities. The local school 
district works in cooperation with the medical 

community and other service agencies to locate children with disabilities 
in our area. Services are available for any eligible child including those 
who are home schooled. Any information you provide regarding a child 
will be kept confidential as required by local, state, and federal law. If 
you live within the Hemingford School District and have or know of a 
child who may benefit from special education or related services, please 
contact Mandy Plog, Hemingford Special Education Director, at 487-
3330 for details on the referral process. 
 
 
 
 
 

     Swimming lesson registration will be held at the Heming-
ford Swimming Pool June 8-12th.  Must be 5 years of age or 
older.  No telephone registrations, please. 

     Swimming lessons will be June 22-July 3, 2009.  A $25.00 
fee will be charged for each swimmer.  Children eligible for 
free and reduced lunches, please inquire at the time of regis-
tration.  If any questions, please call the swimming pool at  
487-3428. 
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C O U N S E L O R ‘ S 
O   
R 
N 
E 
R 

 

Juniors – Summer is the time for serious college 
planning. 
           

20 Insider Strategies to Save Money on College NOW 
 1. Know the language. 
 2. Know your options. Explore them all. 
 3. Get money that you don’t have to pay back. 
 4. Don’t make general tuitions assumptions about public and private colleges. 
 5. Broaden your horizons. 
 6. Follow the “good” money. 
 7. Don’t ignore a college because of its published tuition price. 
 8. Find merit aid scholarships before you apply. 
 9. Find merit aid scholarships that match you. 
10. Get paid for who you are. 
11. Get paid for your major. 
12. Get paid for your passionate pastimes. 
13. Stand out from the crown and bring tow scholarship strategies together. 
14. Pay in-state tuition even if you live out of state. 
15. Get state-sponsored aid. 
16. Look beyond scholarship dollar amounts. 
17. Be willing to work for it. 
18. A year or more of community college can help you save. 
19. Graduate in 4 years or less with the help of AP courses. 
20. If you have to get a loan, get a government loan. 
 
Summer test date for the ACT is June 13, 2009. 
 
 This year has been a great year with the students. I have enjoyed working with 
each and every one of them. When ever I have the opportunity to take the students on an 
outing, we always receive the best compliments on their behavior. Thank you for 
allowing me to work with your children. 
  
As parents, students, and educators, we need to remember to treat each other with 
respect so that we can receive respect back.    

Hemingford Foundation -Elliott Family Scholarships  
Hemingford High School Graduates attending college are reminded that the scholarship 
deadline is July 1, 2009.  Applications can be picked up at: 

     Mrs, Hucke’s Guidance Office 

     High School Office 

     Mrs. Klemke’s Central Business Office  

or go to hemingfordschools.org to fill the application form out. 
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Sports Camps 

Summer School 

This year’s summer school program will be three 
weeks long and runs from July 6 through July 24.  
Students will attend from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.  The target 
ages are preschool through 8th grade.  Summer school is 
open to students who receive special education or Title 1 
services, students who have been referred by their 
teacher(s), or those who have attended summer school in 
past years.  Siblings of children qualified to attend may 
also come and participate.  If your child is not in the 
above-mentioned groups but you would like him/her to 

attend, please call the school (487-3330) and let Brianne Moudry know.  We would like to make 
the program available to any student who needs it.  The purpose of summer school is to maintain 
the skills already known, not to introduce new material.  We plan to have a light-hearted, 
enjoyable three weeks and hope to see your student(s) there!  I will send a reminder to all 
invited students in late June. 
Thanks! 
 

Lady Cat Sports Development Camp June 3,4, 
and 5 at Hemingford High School Gym.   

 Volleyball– 9:00 A.M.—11:30 A.M. 

 Basketball—1:00 P.M. _ 3:30 P.M. 

 

Boys Bobcat Basketball Camp will be 
June 8, 9, 10 at Hemingford High School 
Gym. 

 Grades 2-5—9:00 A.M.- Noon 

 Grades 6-9—1:00 P.M.—4:00 P.M. 
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HEMINGFORD PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

EMPOWERING individuals to become 
RESOURCEFUL, RESPECTFUL , 
AND RESPOSIBLE… partners in 
education 
 

Casper Ningen, Superintendent 
Mrs. Peggy Thayer, High School 
Principal 
Mr. Ron Foster, Elementary Principal 
Mrs. Mandy Plog, Special Education 
Director 
 
PO Box 217 
911 Niobrara Avenue 
Hemingford NE  69348 
 
Phone: 308-487-3328 High School 
Phone: 308-487-3330 Elementary 
Phone: 308-487-Distance Learning 
Fax:     308-487-5215 
 
 
 

Check out our 

Website: 

http://www.hemin

gfordschools.org 

Hemingford Public School District #10 will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, disabil-
ity, or marital status in admission or ac-
cess to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 

The Superintendent of schools is authorized by 
the Board of Education to close public schools in 
case of severe weather. The Superintendent’s 
will notify local news media when inclement 
weather warrants such action. The information 
is broadcast regularly by radio stations, (KCOW AM 
1400, KQ 106 & 97.5 FM, KMOR 92.9 FM), our web site 
(www.hemingfordschools.org), and Mobius web site 
(www.bbc.net ). 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  

 
COMMUNICATION SOURCES 

In an effort to maintain all possible communication links, Hemingford 
Public Schools will offer numerous ways for parents, students, commu-
nity members and all other interested citizens to stay abreast of hap-
penings at the schools. Some ways to communicate are: Hemingford 
Public Schools Website 
http://www.heminqfordschools.org 
 
Hemingford Ledger - Important information is posted in the Briefs. 
Sports info and other needed school info can be found here as well. 
 
Monthly newsletter - Mailed to every patron in the district each month. 
Also can be found on the webpage. 
Notices sent home with students 
Information sent home with reports 
cards. 
 
Phone calls to students’ homes 
when necessary. 
K-12 Planet for attendance, grades 
and other notes to students and par-
ents found on the Hemingford 
Schools webpage. 
 

If you have not been contacted by “School 
Messenger” our web based calling system to alert 
parents of school cancellations, late starts or any 
other events, please contact the school.  You 
may have changed phone numbers, or 
disconnected numbers the school is unaware of.  
Also, if you don’t want to be contacted please 
notify us so we can take you off of the calling list.  
Please call the school of any changes at 487-
3330.

SCHOOL MESSENGER 
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